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Gifted and Talented Staff
The gifted and talented staff for the Mt. Evans BOCES and its
member districts are:
Mt. Evans BOCES Assistant Director
Rebecca Odegard-Siegele
rodegardsiegele@mtevansboces.com

legislative process, how it works, and the critical issues
affecting gifted education and effective advocacy at the
local, state and national level.There were over 100
students that applied to participate in this amazing
program.

Clear Creek School District: King Murphy/Carlson Elementary
Schools and Clear Creek Middle/High Schools
Heidi Lupinacci
heidi.lupinacci@ccsdre1.org
303-679-4617
Clear Creek School District: Georgetown Community
School-Sam Braakman
Sam.braakman@ccsdre1.org
Gilpin County School District Gifted Coordinator
Sunshine Vincent-svincent@gilpin.k12.co.us
303-582-3444, ext. 3148
Platte Canyon School District Gifted Coordinator
Salomeia Azgur
Contact sazgur@pcsdk12.org
303-838-4642, ext. 1658

Covid-19 Resources from the
Colorado Department of Education
Resources for families on C ovid-19 can be found at this
link: https://www.cde.state.co.us/safeschools

Legislative Day
Legislative Day is held the Thursday after Presidents'
Day each February. Legislative Day allows students
grades 8 – 12, a unique opportunity to shadow a state
legislator for the day. Legislative Day is supported by
the Colorado Association for Gifted and Talented
(CAGT). Students attending learnt about the Colorado

Their day was scheduled and included
● Check-In at the Capitol for Shadow Students 7:00-7:45 a.m.
● Gallery Students at Scottish Rite Masonic Hall 7:00-7:45 a.m.
● Required orientation for Student
Shadows/Gallery Groups 7:45 – 8:15 a.m.
● Gallery Groups depart SRMH for the Capitol
8:15 a.m.
● Gallery students: In House or Senate Chambers
for Session Opening at 9:00 a.m.; attend GT
Advocacy and Guest Speaker Presentation at
9:30 a.m. (location TBD); Capitol/Dome/Judicial
Center Tours from 10:30 -11:15 a.m.

●
●
●
●

All Legislative Participants Group Photo on
West Capitol Steps 11:20 a.m.
Lunch w/ Legislators and Lobbyists
Legislator Q & A session 12:05 -12:50 p.m. at
the SRMH Auditorium
Opportunity to Observe Committee Hearings at
the Capitol, 1:00 – 2:30 p.m.
Four students from Gilpin were chosen to
shadow a legislator and one student joined the
Gallery Students. Overall, the students indicated
this was a great learning experience.
Esmee Halsted shadowed Representative Singer
for the day. Esmee has been an intern for
Representative Singer for most of the school
year, but was excited to be able to be at the
capitol on a different day than her usual Friday.
She said it was great to get out of her normal
routine and explore a new side of our
government.
Zach Gebhart shadowed Representative Duran.
Zach said that this experience gave him the
opportunity to learn more about how the
Legislative Branch works. He thought it was
interesting to learn about what it’s like to be a
representative and what happens inside the
capitol building. His favorite part of the day was
getting to sit on the House floor right next to
Representative Duran.
Aucklynn Sacco shadowed Senator Hansen. She
expressed that the day was very interesting and
informative. She was surprised when watching
how they passed the laws and said it was very
different from what she expected. She is
planning to email the senator and see if there are
any internship opportunities so she can keep
learning about our state government.
Sasha Sonsino shadowed Senator Story. She
thought going to the floor was the best part but
also found that the committee meetings were
very interesting.

Ben Zeckser also attended as a Gallery Student and had
the opportunity to observe both the house and the senate
sessions along with an advocacy session and a Senate
Education Committee meeting. He also was able to take a
tour of the capital where he learned a lot of history about
the building of the capital and about many influential
people in Colorado’s history.
This event happens every year and is a great opportunity
for students to learn about our government. Applications
are due in January and the event always takes place in
February.

Gifted and Assistant Director
Retirement
The current director, Rebecca Odegard-Siegele, is
retiring after 44 years in education. Rebecca joined the
Mount Evans BOCES’ community October 1, 2015.
Twenty-eight of those years were teaching in public
schools, and the rest were as an administrator of
exceptional student services.
Through her tenure at the BOCES, she has worked
closely with the member districts to support teachers and
gifted coordinators to ensure success for exceptional
learners.

Introducing the new Assistant
Director of Gifted and Special
Education!
Mount Evans BOCES is pleased to announce that
Salomeia Azgur has accepted the position of Assistant
Director of Gifted and Special Education. Mrs. Azgur is
the current Gifted Education Coordinator for the Platte
Canyon School District. Previous to her employment
with the Platte District, she was a gifted teacher with the
Douglas County School District.
Mrs. Azgur was born in Cluj, Romania and came to the
United States when she was 9 years old. She speaks,
reads and writes in Romanian.
Mrs. Azgur would like to share the following: My
husband and I both enjoy the outdoors. With different
seasons we enjoy different activities. We like to go

hiking, backpacking, camping, fishing, hunting, bike
riding, snowboarding, snowshoeing, sledding, and ice
skating, to name a few. I also enjoy listening to music,
reading, journaling and taking time to reflect on my life.
I have a Master of Arts in Teaching Degree, an
Academically Gifted Add On Certificate and a Master of
Education in Educational Leadership all from
Southeastern Louisiana University. I have been in
education for 9 years, out of which I spent 7 as a teacher
and 2 years as a Gifted Education Coordinator.

regularly working with highly gifted 9th graders at
Scholars Academy in Conway, South Carolina.
Thursday, April 23, 6:30 to 8:30pm Cost is $20 per
person -or- free with your Symposium registration.
Advance registration is advised. Register here:
http://www.gifteddevelopment.com/events/wisdom-keep
ers-2020
Events/Opportunities for Teens

I look forward to drawing upon my unique personal
background and diverse professional experience to
support the network of educators who work to make sure
that all students are provided the services that they need
in order to succeed.

Family Resources
Please check each event’s website for cancellation
and/or rescheduling news.

Wisdom Keepers Event!
Dr. Jim Delisle and other international leaders in the field
of gifted education have been invited to gather in
Colorado to participate in the inaugural Wisdom Keepers
2020 event, April 23 to 26. Jim Delisle will kick off the
event on April 23 with an evening session for parents and
educators focused on “Understanding Your Gifted Child
from the Inside Out,” featuring a panel of gifted high
school students.
Dr. Jim Delisle has worked with gifted individuals for
over 40 years, as a teacher, professor, counselor and dad.
Focusing his work on the social and emotional needs of
gifted individuals, Jim has written 25 books on this
unique population, including the best-selling "Gifted
Teen Survival Guide" (co-authored with Judy Galbraith)
and the award winning books, "Understanding Your
Gifted Child From the InsideOut" and "Doing Poorly on
Purpose: Strategies to Reverse Underachievement and
Respect Student Dignity". A retired Distinguished
Professor of Education at Kent State University, Jim is a
frequent presenter in both national and international
venues, and continues his passion for reaching kids by

2020 GT2: Growing Up Gifted UnConference for Teens
● Saturday, April 25, 2020
● Jeffco Education Center 11829 Denver West
Drive #27, Golden, Colorado 80401
● GT Students grades 8th-12th
● Develop strategies for building relationships,
self-agency, self-advocacy, and future plans

1_2 sheet GT2 Unconference flyer .pdf
Padlet:
Padlet is an online virtual “bulletin” board, where
students and teachers can collaborate, reflect, share links
and pictures, in a secure location. Padlet allows users to
create a hidden wall with a custom URL. Each school
year, the gifted education team creates and sends out at
least 4 Padlets.
A link for Padlets is sent via email from your district’s
gifted coordinator. If you did not receive the link to the
Padlets, please contact your district's gifted coordinator.
December’s Padlet: Student Opportunities:
https://padlet.com/rodegardsiegele/qclrredpfmwn
January’s Padlet: Time Management

https://padlet.com/learninglupi/giftedtime
February’s Padlet:Stress and Anxiety
https://padlet.com/svincent4/53ovda7jmii9

April’s Padlet: Summer Activities: Will be sent out end
of March.

Creative Name
Theme Throughout
Game Directions
Game Board
Game Pieces
Game Cards
Game Box

Library of Resources:

We held a game day

March’s Padlet: Test Prep
https://padlet.com/svincent4/53ovda7jmii9

Each district has parent resource books available for
check-out. Book topics include parenting gifted children,
understanding perfectionism, emotional intensity,
advocacy for gifted children, and executive function
skills. Here is the link to view the book titles: Parent
Book Resources

Please contact your district’s gifted coordinator if you
would like to check-out books. Check-out time is one
month. If you have recommendations for other books the
gifted team could purchase for parent check-out, please
let us know!
Jefferson County Association for Gifted
Children
JAGC is a non-profit group providing leadership and
support to families and educators of gifted young people
in Jefferson County.  Their primary purposes are to foster

awareness of the needs of gifted children, present GT resources
and educational opportunities, promote best practices,
encourage advocacy, reach and connect the gifted and talented
community. Their website is a great resource for students,
families, and educators. https://www.jeffcogifted.org/

Gifted and Talented Programming
Platte Canyon School District:
DCES
Students were given the opportunity to create a
Math Board Game on a topic of their choice
following guidelines provided through the rubric
associated with the project. Some of the
expectations were that their games had to include
the following:

where students had the
opportunity to play their
games with their classmates
as well as try out the other
games that were brought in.
They had a blast and look
forward to trying out all of
the games!
FMS
3D printing has been
the main focus in our
classroom this past
quarter. Students
worked with
TinkerCad as well as
other programs to
design a product of
their choice that
would then be 3D
printed. It has been a learning experience for both
the students and myself in learning the programs to
create designs as well as working with a 3D printer.
This was an amazing opportunity for all!
PCHS

.
High school students
visited the University of
Denver. They had the
opportunity to
familiarize themselves
with the admissions

process as well as have the opportunity to ask questions
to two current college students about college academics,
the study abroad program and social life on a campus.
In addition to the field trip, we had representatives from
Grand Canyon University, Universal Technical Institute
and a STEM presentation from Western Colorado
University just in the past quarter.
Students shared that they have benefited from the visits
from the different universities. One student mentioned
that even though always looking at going to school out of
state, after hearing about all of the different schools that
Colorado has to offer is considering staying in state.

Clear Creek School District
Third Quarter has flown by yet again! The gifted and
talented students in Clear Creek have been involved in
many activities this quarter. They are an active bunch for
sure! Sports, Musical practice, Science Olympiad,
Student Government, Yearbook, Principal Interviews etc.
they are involved! Mrs. Lupinacci’s room B-111 at
CCHS/MS is becoming a popular meeting place during
HS/MS lunch and MS Aspire. GT students are meeting
to discuss, plan, and play games in readiness for the MS
Games Competition. The time and space are being
utilized to support CCHS/MS’s gifted learners social and
emotional needs as well as creative. All GT students are
welcome to attend, play games, make a craft, and join in
on the discussion. Opportunities during HS Access are
offered too! Students can communicate via Google
Classroom to RSVP or make proposals.

Mathematics continues to be our main learning goal this
year. Small groups of gifted and talented and talent pool
students are working hard at both King-Murphy and
Carlson Elementary Schools to boost their mastery of

skills and concepts in Math. Students have resources like
Exact Path and Khan Academy to help them continue
learning after the lessons at their disposal. Questions
related to the use of these resources should be sent to
Mrs. Lupinacci at any time.
At CCHS/MS Mrs. Lupinacci is collaborating with the
Mathematics Department to support math intervention
and course planning for next year are taking place.
Mathematics pathways for gifted and high achieving
students have been discussed and drafted. Teachers are
monitoring students progress closely and will be working
with counselors and students as the course request
process is implemented this spring. The team will ensure
that students are enrolled in the math course that is the
best for their learning needs.
Gifted and talent pool students in grades 5 & 6 at Carlson
completed and presented their passion projects earlier
this quarter. Students were able to delve into areas of
interest and create a product of their choice that
illustrated their new understandings of the topic. It was
terrific to see how passionate our students are about
history, the environment, political issues, endangered
animals, and taking action in their community. Students
were able to ask questions of their peers, learned more
about public speaking, and reflected about what it takes
to be a successful presenter.

Additionally, the third quarter at King-Murphy and
Carlson Elementary Schools brought the annual Science
Fairs. Many gifted and talented students entered the

fairs! Several gifted and talent pool students’ projects
from both schools moved on to the Mountain Area
Science & Engineering Fair. After the big snow event in
early February postponed the event, the MASEF was
held, and winners were identified. Several of the award
winners were GT students from Clear Creek.! Iris Noel
and Jack Augustine, third grade gifted students from
King-Murphy Elementary School were among them.

E-Learning:

School is going to be a bit
different for the next little while. Our gifted and
talented learners (and their parents) may be more
acutely aware of these changes and need help
navigating through them. There are many supports
available to students, parents, and teachers too. Mrs.
Lupinacci is available to help; just email her at
heidi.lupinacci@ccsdre1.org
Gifted and Talented
Google Classrooms are up and running. The stream is
a great place to post questions and get help. This
Gifted and Talented E-Learning Days Resources
Padlet has a collection of helpful activities and ideas
for kids and parents. More are added everyday! Be
on the look-out for invitations to the Learning with
Lupi sessions! You’ll be able to join live or watch the
recordings. (Have a an idea for a topic? Post it on the
Google Classroom?) :)

Gilpin County School District

Gifted Education evaluations are in progress and are
moving right along. The responsiveness and flexibility of
staff, students, and parents while evaluations are
completed is always a gift! Depending on our current
state of affairs, information on next steps will be
forthcoming.
To Wrap up the Third Quarter, a new resource was made
available to teachers and staff this quarter. Each week on
Wednesdays teachers and staff received an email with
six e-Tips attachments. The e-Tips weekly topics
addressed the needs of gifted learners in the following
areas: affective needs, twice exceptional needs, primary
level, intermediate level, middle school level, and high
school level. The e-Tips Series was chock full of great
insight, information, and strategies pertaining to gifted
learners. Teachers and staff will be asked to reflect this
week as a culminating event after the last email of the
e-Tips series is sent.

Many exciting activities have been going on during the
3rd quarter, and 4th quarter many activities have been
planned. Dawn Blake, one of our middle school math
teachers, took a group of middle school students to the
MathCounts competition in Denver and Joey Lintner
scored in the top 10 and is planning to compete at the
State competition this month.
Ms. Ann Myers, our 6th grade literacy teacher has
continued the Writing Club for any student who is
interested in continuing to work on their novels. This
club is offered on Tuesday and Thursday mornings from
7:00 am to 7:50. If you are interested in joining email or
stop and talk with Ms. Myers.
A small group of students in 8th-12th grade attended the
CAGT Legislative Day, where they got to shadow a
Legislator all day. The local newspaper came and
interviewed the students after the event.
Middle School students are still practicing for the games
day competition that is scheduled in May. They will have
the opportunities to join in a head to head competition
practice session to prepare for the new layout for the
competition.
A small group of high school students are planning on

attending the Colorado School of Mines Capstone
Showcase on Thursday, April 23rd. Approximately 200
senior engineering students will form teams and work on
a variety of projects. The high school students will have
the opportunity to see what engineers do and talk with
engineering seniors.
Another small group of high school students are also
attending the DU campus tour on March 12th in order to
get acquainted with the college admission process and
see what a smaller private college has to offer.
The elementary and middle school students will be
participating in the Denver Museum of Science and
Nature Curiosity Kits on a “Stay Trip” this May. This
will be in place of going on a field trip.
The 2nd and 3rd graders will be using a kit called Built to
Fly. They will discover the marvels of natural
engineering! Exploring the secrets of nature’s best fliers
as they build gliders and experiment with wing structures
inspired by insects, birds, and bats. Imaginations will
soar as they learn about flight through this hands-on
design challenge.
The 4th and 5th grade students will be using a kit called
Lost Worlds of Colorado. They will learn about tropical
rainforests to saltwater shores—surprise, discovery, and
creativity await! They will dig into Colorado’s past using
the scientific process as paleontologists and geologists
do. They will analyze evidence and iconic discoveries,
and create simulations of Colorado’s lost worlds where
dinosaurs once roamed.
The middle school students will be working on Powered
by Nature They will learn about how to Harness the
power of Colorado’s natural resources in a hands-on
game of geographic discovery and real-world ingenuity.
Teams will be challenged to power cities across Colorado
while balancing energy needs with environmental
impacts and cost. Colorado’s future is in the hands of
your students!

