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Gifted and Talented Staff
The gifted and talented staff for the Mt. Evans BOCES and its
member districts are:
Mt. Evans BOCES Assistant Director
Rebecca Odegard-Siegele
rodegardsiegele@mtevansboces.com
Clear Creek School District: King Murphy/Carlson Elementary
Schools and Clear Creek Middle/High Schools
Heidi Lupinacci
heidi.lupinacci@ccsdre1.org
303-679-4617
Clear Creek School District: Georgetown Community
School-Sam Braakman
Sam.braakman@ccsdre1.org
Gilpin County School District Gifted Coordinator
Sunshine Vincent-svincent@gilpin.k12.co.us
303-582-3444, ext. 3148
Platte Canyon School District Gifted Coordinator
Salomeia Azgur
Contact sazgur@pcsdk12.org
303-838-4642, ext. 1658

Colorado Association for Gifted and Talented
Children (CAGT)
Each year, the Colorado Association for Gifted and
Talented host a conference on gifted education. The
conference is scheduled for October 22-23, 2019.
There is a family institute session the evening of
October 21.
CAGT Family Institute-On Monday evening, October
21st, please CAGT for the 1st Annual Family Institute
(formerly known as Parent Institute).
CAGT is excited to announce the keynote speakers. Jim

Delisle, Ph.D, Lisa Van Gemert, Susan Baum, Ph.D,
along with Marlo Payne Thurman will be presenting the
evening's breakout sessions. This is a time for parents,
guardians, grandparents and adults interested in learning
more about supporting their gifted children to hear
international experts share their knowledge and answer
some of your questions. Click here to register and to see
the schedule for the evening. If you attend the CAGT
conference you are able to attend Family Institute for
free!
Library of Resources:
Each district has parent resource books available for
check-out. Book topics include parenting gifted children,
understanding perfectionism, emotional intensity,
advocacy for gifted children, and executive function
skills. Here is the link to view the book titles:
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DLzl4UiScKS4
V2uWdTe-VMvAjuw63mjljZaLEsEne-4/edit?usp=shari
ng
Please contact your district’s gifted coordinator if you
would like to check-out a book or two. Check-out time is
one month. If you have recommendations for other
books the gifted team could purchase for parent
check-out, please let us know!

Colorado Gifted Education Review
(CGER)
The gifted department participated in the Colorado
Department of Education Gifted Comprehensive
Education Review March 2019. The gifted education
department received yes ratings for all components of
gifted education. The report has been posted to the Mt.
Evans BOCES’ website after review by the Mount Evans
Board September 30, 2019. Areas that the gifted team

will continue to focus are:
○

○
○

○

Increase identification of
underrepresented-FRL and
Latino/Hispanic
Develop student-centered ALPs @High
School
Build capacity at the classroom level to
deliver rigorous programming and
differentiated instruction for all
identified students.
Maintain compliance in all areas

PCSD members
were trained on
August 5th and
6th. Members
are Megan
McKeon, Shawn
Clapper, Beth
Peterson, Trudi
Voth, Ellie
Burgett, and
Salomeia Azgur
(co-presenter).

Differentiated Instruction Cadres
GCSD
members had
their first
training on
September
13th. Cadre
members are
Sunshine
Vincent,
presenter, Suzanne Diekman, Victoria Stephens, Jennifer
Gillette, and Dusty Newberg.

The Gifted Education department is hosting professional
development for educators on differentiated instruction
(DI). Each district has formed a DI Cadre and cadre
members are in the process of completing the training.
Once the training has been completed, the cadres will
meet with their Superintendents and Principals to
determine the best method of presenting the training to
staff.

CCSD provided a full day training to all educators
August 16, 2019.
Presenters
were Heidi
Lupinacci,
Kate Foy,
Loraine
Swartz,
Madeline
Kasic, Marcia

Jochim, and Rebecca Odegard-Siegele. District cadre
members are Heidi Lupinacci, Kate Foy, Loraine Swartz,
Madeline Kasic, and Annie Kucharik.
Their cadre will
complete training
October 11th or
14th.

gifted identification or of the notice of declining to
evaluate for Early Access. If the parents have any
additional data that would provide information about the
student that was not available during the initial portfolio
review, the information needs to be submitted with the
aforementioned letter. Once the letter has been received,
Mt. Evans BOCES will take the following steps:
o

o

o

Dispute Resolution Process
When the gifted education team makes a decision
concerning gifted identification, there is a process where
by families can follow to dispute that decision.
The dispute resolution process begins when a student
and/or parent are not satisfied with the decision of the
gifted education team regarding eligibility for gifted
services, including Early Access. This process involves
the reconsideration of the assessment tools utilized and
body of evidence data compiled during a gifted
evaluation.
The process is as follows:
Before starting the formal dispute process, an attempt
should be made at the building level to resolve the
disagreement through a meeting with the building
principal, gifted coordinator, and assistant director of
gifted education for the BOCES. The student or parent
may request a conference in order to review the student’s
body of evidence and to obtain a thorough explanation of
the screening and/or evaluation process and its purpose.
If this does not resolve the student or parent concerns, the
next step is to formally appeal the decision.
For a formal appeal for identification decisions, including
Early Access, parents must submit a letter, to be received
by the Mt. Evans BOCES Gifted Education office within
10 business days of the date of the eligibility decision for

The BOCES/district-level team will
review the file with any new information
and the letter from parents/guardians.
The BOCES/district-level team will
decide to either reconsider the process or
uphold the original decision.
Parents/guardians will be notified, in
writing, of the final outcome of the
appeal process.

If the student or parent feel their concerns have not been
resolved, a written appeal must be submitted to the
district superintendent or their designee. The written
appeal must contain a statement of the complaint, any
evidence in its support, the solution desired, the student
and parent's signature, and the date the appeal is
submitted. The superintendent, or his/her designee, must
schedule and hold a conference with the submitting party
and the district Gifted Education Coordinator and the
Mount Evans BOCES Gifted Education Assistant
Director within two weeks of receiving the written
appeal. At the end of this meeting, the decision of the
superintendent is final.
Please contact your district’s gifted coordinator if you
have questions about the dispute resolution process.

Gifted and Talented Programming
Platte Canyon School District:
DCES
Students worked on The Tallest Tower Activity. In this
activity, students were given index cards and a limited
amount of time to create the tallest tower they can.
Afterwards, they had to reflect on their activity and what
they tried to make their tower work. The second time
around students were given index cards and tape, given a
limited amount of time, and they again had to create the
tallest tower possible. Afterwards, they again had to

reflect on their experience. When asked whether the tape
helped them, mixed responses were provided. Some
students were upset that they had to use the tape. They
felt that it ruined their tower. On the other hand, some
students were thrilled that they had tape to help them out.

possible.
In the Innovation Project, teams will:
• Identify a problem with a building or public space in
their community.
• Design a solution.
• Share their solution with others and then refine it.
For more information, please watch the video below.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y_mTQZQ8Kzc&fea
ture=youtu.be
For Affective Needs, using the combined input of
teachers, students and parents, students were able to write
their own personal goal for the year. They also came up
with steps that they would take to make sure that they
attain those goals. Students will be reflecting on the
progress of their goals weekly.

Each student has a personalized affective goal that was
written based on parent and teacher input. Each student
has been provided with a folder, which states their goal,
and a specified area for reflection on their progress
towards that goal. Using that reflection, we can have
discussions on what is taking place as it relates to their
goal and make adjustments as needed.
CogAt practice activities lessons were taught in the three
2nd grade classrooms in preparation for the universal
screening that will take place in a week.

FMS
FLL Robotics-At the middle school, the students and I
meet twice a week for a combined total of about an hour
and twenty minutes. During this time, we work on
enrichment activities on Tuesdays and Affective Needs
Lessons on Wednesdays. We are continuing with FLL
Robotics for our enrichment portion of our meetings. The
theme this year is City Shaper.
In the Robot Game, teams will:
• Identify Missions to solve.
• Design, build and program a LEGO® Robot to
complete the Missions.
• Test and refine your program and design.
Your Robot will have to navigate, capture, transport,
activate, or deliver objects. The team and Robot will only
have 2½ minutes to complete as many Missions as

PCHS

At the high school, GT students in 9th-11th grade are
part of my Advisor/Advisee class. We meet once a week,
on Fridays, for 45 minutes. This year we are combining
ALP and ICAP goals, which provides students with the
opportunity to write their own, relevant goals, as well as
monitor their progress towards those goals.
So far students have chosen to learn more about one of
the following topics:
Motivation
● Personal Drive
● Goal Setting
● Responsible Risk-Taking
● Obstacles vs. Opportunities
● Commitment to Self
Creativity
● Imagination
● Curiosity
● Innovation
● Expression
● Creative IQ
Friendship
● Social Perception Skills
● Friendship Building Skills
● Anger Management Skills
● Communication Smart Skills
● Developing Friendship Skills

Boredom
● The Need to Be Challenged
● The Importance of a Sense of Purpose
● The Value of Recognizing Boredom
● The Significance of Preventing Burnout
● The Necessity of Avoiding Boredom

The activities on these topics
are from the Social and
Emotional Gifted Teens
Series published by Pieces of
Learning.

All students have taken the learning styles inventory.
This, as well as an article they read, informed them about
their preferred learning style as well as study tips for that
type of learner.
They have also taken the 16 Personalities, Personality
Test to learn more about themselves as an individual.
Students have also written personal goals that they will
be focusing on throughout the school year. They will take
the time to reflect on their goals and the progress that
they are making towards it.

Clear Creek School District
A new year at Clear Creek School District has gotten
underway in a major way. Gifted students across the
district have acclimated to their new classes, classrooms,
and teachers. They have set their sights on what they can
achieve this year and are already working towards
success!
This year the teachers in CCSD kicked off their first
professional development day by adding to their
instructional toolboxes more information about how to
differentiate for a variety of learners. Teachers expanded
their understanding of how they can differentiate for their
gifted students through the content, process, product, and
environment. Each of these areas can modified when
teachers consider a student’s learner profile, learning
styles, and interests.
By receiving differentiated

instruction that meets their learning needs, gifted learners
can more readily show growth and reach their full
potential in school. CCSD’s teachers are already using a
variety of their broadened understanding and skills in
their classrooms to make learning experiences
student-centered and engaging to our gifted learners.
Each year the fall brings so many engaging activities for
everyone involved in the schools. ALP meetings being
one of the times when the students, GE coordinator,
teachers, and parents, have the opportunity to collaborate,
plan, and identify meaningful goals for the year.
Elementary ALP meetings have been completed and
finalized ALP documents will be going home with report
cards at the end of the quarter.
Secondary ALP meetings were held at CCMS and
CCHS’s fall parent-teacher conferences. Secondary
ALPs will continue to be available on infinite campus for
the 19-20 school year. The GE Coordinator is
collaborating with the middle school and high school
counselors to continue to transition CCSD’s secondary
ALPs from a stand alone document to one that is
embedded within each student’s ICAP( Individual Career
and Academic Plan on Naviance). This transition
process will take place over the course of the year in an
effort to streamline and embed the ALP development
process into the upcoming year’s course selection
process. This way students’ goals are in place at the start
of the school year.
The fall gifted education referral window is open and
referrals will be accepted until October 18, 2019.
Students, teachers, parents, or community members can
refer a student.
All Second grade classes in CCSD will take the gifted
education universal screener assessment the Cognitive
Abilities Test this October. The verbal, quantitative, and
non-verbal sections of the test will be administered. The
results of the assessment will be shared with parents as
they become available.
Elementary after school enrichment is coming. Mrs.
Lupinacci will be sharing a schedule with teachers,
schools, and families, in the near future. Days for
enrichment will be afterschool on specific Mondays at
King-Murphy Elementary and Thursdays at Carlson

Elementary.
Folders.

Be on the lookout for the flier in Friday

Lastly, PETS (Primary Education Thinking Skills)
lessons will be starting soon. Mrs. Lupinacci is working
with CCSD’s classroom teachers to identify the best
times for when kindergarten, first, second, and third
grade students can participate in these fun and engaging
critical thinking experiences.
Gifted and talent pool students have already been
meeting with Mrs. Lupinacci and are beginning to learn
about the Depth and Complexity Icons. Depth and
Complexity being a framework for teachers and students
to utilize as they explore topics, skills, and concepts in
deep and complex ways. Parents, feel free to ask your
students what they know about these and how they can
use them to make connections that are relevant to them to
what they are learning.

develop their growth mindset by working on challenging
activities that include collaborative work and really
looking at the problem from all sides or even outside the
box to find the answer or solution. High School students
also have a new class that meets once a month to begin
developing their college portfolio, including researching
college admission requirements, scholarship
requirements, writing practice essays and mock
interviews.
We have already had two P.E.T.S. (Primary Education
Thinking Skills)lesson in all Kindergarten - 2nd grade
classrooms and have lined up small group lessons for
kindergarten this year. 1st and 2nd grade are working on
their convergent thinking skills, where they are learning
how to find clues and solve a problem. The Kindergarten
are learning about convergent thinking and developing as
many ideas as they can and expressing their creativity.
Many students are gearing up to write there first novel
with our NaNoWriMo (National Novel Writing Month)
club that will start in October. During the month of
October students will begin brainstorming and
developing ideas for their novel. Then during the month
of October, the students will begin writing with the goal
to complete their novel by the end of November. Ms.
Vincent (GT Coordinator) and Ms. Myers (6th Grade
Literacy Teacher) will be running the program. Meeting
times and dates are still to be determined.
This year with so many middle school students interested
in our Science Club we were able to offer a Science Club
elective where students get to work on various science
projects and prepare for the science bowl. Students who
are not in the elective will still have the opportunity to
participate in the after school club and will compete this
winter.

Gilpin County School District
The GT program is off to a great start. Affective groups
for elementary, middle and high school have already
started meeting on a bi-monthly schedule. Elementary
and Middle School students have been working to

All students have met with their parents and the GT
Coordinator either last spring or this fall to develop their
advanced learning plan goals and all ALPs are written
and have been shared with the teachers, students and
parents.

