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Gifted and Talented Staff 
The gifted and talented staff for the Mt. Evans BOCES and its            
member districts are: 

Mt. Evans BOCES Assistant Director 
Rebecca Odegard-Siegele 
rodegardsiegele@mtevansboces.com 
 
Clear Creek School District: King Murphy/Carlson Elementary       
Schools and Clear Creek Middle/High Schools 
Heidi Lupinacci 
heidi.lupinacci@ccsdre1.org 
303-679-4617 

Clear Creek School District: Georgetown Community      
School-Sam Braakman 
Sam.braakman@ccsdre1.org 
 
Gilpin County School District Gifted Coordinator 
Sunshine Vincent-svincent@gilpin.k12.co.us  
303-582-3444, ext. 3148 
 
Platte Canyon School District Gifted Coordinator 
Salomeia Azgur 
Contact sazgur@pcsdk12.org 
303-838-4642, ext. 1658 
 
Gifted and Talented 
Middle School 
Games 
Competition 
 
Clear Creek, Gilpin County, and Platte Canyon School 
District students, grades 6th-8th participated in the 
annual games competition on 
May 1, 2019, at Clear Creek 
High School. The day began 
with a warm-up led by Mrs. 
Vincent, Gilpin County School 
District  GT Coordinator. 

 
  

Students participated in rounds of competition with 
individual and group games.   some of the individual 

games played were 
Rush Hour, Laser 
Maze, Chocolate Fix, 
and IQ Twist.  Group 
games involved 
Settlers of Catan, 
Forbidden Island, 
and SET.  Iff 
students and families 

are avid SET players, there is a website for daily SET 
challenges: https://www.setgame.com/daily_puzzles. 
Each student received a mini Set game 
for participating in the competition.  
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Top prizes went to the highest scorers:  
● Connor H. 
● Ben Z. 
● John 
● Conner H. 

 

Parent Resources 
Padlet:  
Padlet is an online virtual “bulletin” board, where 
students and teachers can collaborate, reflect, share links 
and pictures, in a secure location. Padlet allows users to 
create a hidden wall with a custom URL. Each school 
year, the gifted education team creates and sends out at 
least 4 Padlets.  
 
 
A link for Padlets is sent via email from your district’s 
gifted coordinator. If you did not receive the link to the 
Padlets, please contact your district's gifted coordinator.  
 
For March 2019, the topic was on summer activities 
(https://padlet.com/learninglupi/gtsummerfun2019)  and contests 
to be aware of for 2019-2020.  For May, the topic is on 
Self-Regulation and can be found at this link: 
https://padlet.com/rodegardsiegele/g2n3k9djfxfa 
 
Library of Resources:  
 
Each district has parent resource books available for 
check-out.  Book topics include parenting gifted children, 
understanding perfectionism, emotional intensity, 

advocacy for gifted children, and executive function 
skills. Here is the  link to view the book titles: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DLzl4UiScKS4
V2uWdTe-VMvAjuw63mjljZaLEsEne-4/edit?usp=shari
ng 
  
Please contact your district’s gifted coordinator if you 
would like to check-out a book or two.  Check-out time is 
one month.  If you have recommendations for other 
books the gifted team could purchase for parent 
check-out, please let us know! 
 
Creativity 
 
Heidi Lupinacci , CCSD Gifted Coordinator and 
Salomeia Azgur, PCSD Gifted Coordinator,  presented 
on the topic of Creativity-State of Mind to the Deer 

Creek Elementary School 
Staff on April , 2019. 
According to the National 
Association of Gifted 
Children (NAGC) Creativity 
is defined as the process of 
developing new, uncommon, 
or unique ideas. The Colorado 

Department of Education identifies creativity as a 
specific component of giftedness. In addition to 
providing programming for identified gifted students in 
this area, the BOCES actively works with non-identified 
students who show potential in the area of creativity 
though the development of strength based interventions 
plans with the goal of developing a portfolio showcasing 
their growth, over time, with creativity.  
 
The goal of this presentation was for teachers to  
understand the cognitive and affective processes involved 
in creativity and identify at least one strategy they could 
immediately use in their classroom. According to 
Williams (1993), creativity involves three dimensions; 
there are  

● Dimension 1: Curriculum 
Content  

● Dimension 2: Teacher 
Behaviors – 18 strategies for 
developing a student’s 
thinking and creativity 

● Dimension 3: Student Behaviors – a taxonomy 
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of 8 student processes which are involved in 
creative thinking 

https://education.nt.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/257962
/Gifted-and-Talented-Education-policy_Appendix-10_William
s-model_EDOC2016-7114.pdf 
 
The 18 strategies for teachers are: 

1. Provocative Questioning 
2. Develop Skills of Search 
3. Attribute Listing 
4. Use Analogy 
5. Develop Tolerance for Ambiguity 
6. Uncover Discrepancy 
7. Study Creative Process 
8. Evaluate Situations 
9. Create Intuitive Expression 

10. Examples of Habit 
11. Visualisation Skills 
12. Adjustment to Development 
13. Organize Random Searches 
14. Examine Examples of Change 
15. Exploring Paradox 
16. Creative Reading Skills 
17. Creative Writing Skills 
18. Creative Listening Skill 

The eight student behaviors describe the stages of 
creative activity or process, which are involved with 
creative thinking. The process involves the presentation 
of content to students, as well as the use and 
manipulation of content by students. For students these 
are:  
Cognitive Process 

1. Fluency 
2. Flexibility 
3. Originality 
4. Elaboration 

Affective Process 
1. Risk-taking 
2. Complexity 
3. Curiosity 
4. Imagination 

 
Teachers were able to experience several of the strategies 
during the presentation. One activity on the strategy of 

provocative questions involved a discussion on these 
questions: 
 
Language Arts:  
● How would Shrek have handled the situation that 

Prince Charming was in, in the story Sleeping 
Beauty? 

Social Studies:  
● Which ethical issues did the settler’s cause with 

the Native American population during the 
westward expansion? Has society seen impacts 
of those interactions over time? 

Science:  
● How is the importance of the rain forest different 

when viewed from the perspective of a medical 
company compared to a local logger or a real 
estate firm? 

 
Gifted Program Evaluation 
 
On an annual basis, the gifted education team conducts a 
program review.  This review involves assessment each 
area of the required gifted education components as 
specified in the Exceptional Children's Educational Act 
(ECEA) and can be found at these links: ECEA rules and 
the Colorado Department of Education Comprehensive 
Gifted Education Review .  Supporting evidence for the 
program evaluation is also posted on the Mt. Evans 
BOCES’ website.  This includes student performance 
over time and stakeholder surveys.  
 
Key learnings from the program review included  

● All processes as specified by the Colorado 
Department of Education for gifted services have 
been met. 

● Development of meaningful ALP goals at the 
secondary level is an area of growth. 

● Build ongoing collaboration with teachers to 
provide differentiated learning within the general 
education classroom  

● Continue to develop enrichment opportunities for 
all students as part of the response to intervention 
process for non-identified students 

● Continue efforts to provide parents information 
and resources on  parenting gifted children and 
opportunities for learning  
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Along with this annual review, the gifted department 
participated in the Colorado Department of Education 
Gifted Comprehensive Education Review March 2019. 
The gifted education department received yes ratings for 
all components.  The report will be posted to the Mt. 
Evans BOCES’ website after review by the Mount Evans 
Board.  
 
Gifted and Talented Programming 
 
Platte Canyon School District:  
 
During the small groups for the Primary Education 
Thinking Skills Curriculum-2, PETS, some of the 
activities that students participated in were:  

● Silhouette Puzzles 
● Attribute Stax Card Game 
● Table Logic Puzzles 

The small group lessons were intended to be diagnostic 
rather than instructional to help in the identification 
process of talented learners. 
 
Exact Path is an online program that differentiates 
activities for students based on their NWEA scores in the 
areas of Reading, Language Usage and Math. This 
program is available to students both at school and at 
home and they have been taking advantage of this great 
resource throughout the school year. 
 
Math small groups gave students an opportunity to work 
on curriculum that allowed them to explore math through 
games, research, and writing as well collaboration with 
their group members. Students thoroughly enjoyed the 
opportunity to focus on Math in these small groups. 
 
Students at FMS continued working on programming the 
EV3 robot and testing out their programs to try and 
complete their mission. Once their first choice mission 
was completed, students moved on to another. Here are 
some of the missions that students had an opportunity to 
work on:  

1. Space Travel 
2. Solar Panel Array 
3. 3D Printing 
4. Crater Crossing 
5. Extraction 
6. Space Station Modules 

7. Space Walk Emergency 
8. Aerobic Exercise 
9. Strength Exercise 
10. Food Production 
11. Escape Velocity 
12. Satellite Orbits 
13. Observatory 
14. Meteoroid Deflection 
15. Lander Touchdown 

 
Updated Response to Intervention (RtI) plans will be 
emailed to parents to provide progress towards goal(s) 
and future recommendations. These are strength-based 
plans to provide support for a student’s growth in an area 
of talent or academics.  
 
The 5th grade transition meetings were held at FMS and 
included parent, student, a 5th grade teacher and one of 
their upcoming teachers, in their strength area, as well as 
the FMS guidance counselor. During the meeting 
students were given the opportunity of choosing electives 
as well as discussing Advanced Placement classes. 
 
The 8th grade transition meetings were held at PCHS and 
included the parent(s), student, 8th grade teacher in one 
of their strength areas as well as the PCHS guidance 
counselor. During the meetings students were provided 
with the opportunity to choose their classes for their 4 
year plan including the possibility of attending Red 
Rocks as a freshman in high school. Students also 
selected their area of focus for their ICAP and Affective 
Needs goal for the upcoming school year. 
 
The ALP/ICAP meetings included high school students, 
the counselor, Ms Jorn, assistant director of the BOCES, 
Rebecca Odegard-Siegele, and the Platte Canyon Gifted 
Coordinator, Mrs. Azgur, and were held in the Post Grad 
office. This meeting gave students the opportunity to 
choose what they would like to focus on, for next year, 
for both their ICAP and Affective Needs goals. During 
the meeting, students also worked on adjusting their 4 
year plan as needed. 
 
Gilpin County School District:  
This quarter has been busy and flying by as usual.          
Students in grades 5th, 8th, and 9th-11th have all had          
their ALP meetings for next year with new personalized         
goals to meet their needs. Elementary students will meet         

 



 

in the fall during their beginning of the year conferences          
and 7th and 8th grade students will meet in late August to            
develop their ALP plans for the school year.  
 
It has been a fantastic year this year. I have enjoyed our            
groups and field trips and getting to know each student.          
We welcomed a few new students to the GT program and           
are saying goodbye to a great group of seniors.  
 
This quarter in our elementary groups we concentrated        
on developing our creative thinking skills with many fun         
engaging activities where students were encouraged to       
think outside the box. We focused on flexibility, fluency,         
originality and elaboration through many different      
activities. The students were challenged to work as a         
team to complete creative tasks. We also continued to         
work on developing our growth mindset and leadership        
skills. Middle school groups spent most of their time on          
learning the games for the competition. They all worked         
very hard during the competition with two Gilpin        
students placing in the top four. Middle school students         
will meet once more to discuss what they want from the           
affective groups next year and help develop what our         
discussion will be about. 
 
This quarter the high school student had a chance to          
attend classes on the following subjects; Leadership,       
Stress Management and how to continuously develop a        
growth mindset. All returning high school students were        
able to fill out an affective worksheet to help develop the           
classes that will be offered during the next school year. 
 
PETS lesson in Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grade come to          
end this month. We were able to complete all lessons in           
the curriculum this year and developed an on watch         
group of students based on data collected from lessons         
where students were introduced to the small group        
lessons. The students enjoyed the lessons and are excited         
they will get to continue them next year. 
 
Progress reports will be sent home at the end of the years            
with updates on students’ progress of their goals. I hope          
everyone has a wonderful summer and I am looking         
forward to another great year. 
 
Clear Creek School District 
Fourth Quarter has been quite an eventful one for all in 
CCSD! It is hard to believe that we are wrapping up the 

2018-2019 school year already. Oh, places we have been 
and are going! Wow! It has been pleasure serving the 
gifted and talented students in all of the CCSD schools 
again this year.  I’m looking forward to continuing to 
serve the students and the CCSD community again next 
year! I hope everyone has a wonderful, fun, and relaxing 
summer!  
Sincerely, 
                     Mrs. Lupinacci 
 
The small groups of gifted and talent pool students  at 
King-Murphy Elementary and Carlson Elementary 
learned to use seven of Ed. Zaccaro’s problem solving 
strategies from his book, Becoming a Problem Solving 
Genius, as they prepared for the state testing that 
occurred in April.  Strategies like, “Think One, 
Sometimes You Must Subtract, Draw a Picture & The 
Language of Algebra” were introduced.  Students were 
able to practice answering a variety of math word 
problems using these strategies. Some groups made it all 
the way to the Super Einstein Level questions!  

 
 
Primary Education Thinking Skills 
(PETS) lesson groups and classes 
developed their visual and 
evaluative thinking skills this 
quarter. 
Students 
engaged in 

activities that helped them to be able to 
demonstrate a good memory for visual 
details and to offer a variety of 
solutions based on valid 
considerations.  The students always 
enjoy a visit from our PETS characters; 
Max the Magician and Jordan the 
Judge were no different as students 
welcomed them with open arms.  
 
Afterschool Enrichment groups at both elementary 
schools finished up the Engineer Academy and rolled 
right into the Coder Academy. Students were able to 
understand and practice how to think like a coder. 
Students were introduced to a number of mathematical 
base systems like base 2 or binary.  Many brought home 
messages for their families written in binary code! 
Students even wrote their own code using Scratch, a free 
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website that helps children develop their understanding 
of coding that uses puzzle like pieces called blocks to 

write scripts of code for their 
characters called sprites.  Students 
really got to see and understand 
how the four-quadrant coordinate 
plane works using the x and y axes! 
In addition, students were able to 
explore circuits by using a few snap 
circuits sets!  
 
Students at Carlson Elementary 
worked on their creative and 

productive thinking skills by designing an original board 
game using available gadgets, doodads, popsicle sticks, 
and fairly wide variety of craft supplies, tapes, and glues. 
Watch out Monopoly and Apples to Apples, there are 
some gamemakers and new games coming your way!  
 
At Secondary level, students were very busy this quarter. 
Many gifted and talented students participated in this 
year’s CCHS musical, A Chorus Line.  The students 
illustrated beautifully that a diverse group of people with 
a diverse set of experiences, backgrounds, and talents can 
come together to create a superb singular sensation. 
Every single student involved exhibited their unique 
talent! The singing, dancing, choreography, lighting 
design, sound management, stage management and sets 
were fabulous! Special thanks to Mrs. Deborah 
Sandblom, Ms. Maddy Cort, Ms. Hanna Wo, Mr. 
Anderson, Mrs. Lupinacci, & Ms. English for their 
dedication to  and support of the Arts and the highly 
talented and committed students in the cast, crew, and pit 
band! 

 
⭐ Reminders  

ALP Progress reports for Second Semester will be 
included with your student’s end of year report card or 
mailed home.  If you do not receive your student’s 
progress report, please let Mrs. Lupinacci know and she 
will ensure that you get it.  

Advanced Learning Plan transition meetings have 
taken place and will continue to take place at 
CCMS/CCHS for our incoming 7th and 9th grade gifted 
students.  Gifted students and their parents are 
encouraged to work closely with teachers and Mrs. 
Lupinacci to plan their 2019-2020 ALP and to ask 
questions about next year’s school requirements, 
processes, schedule, course selections, etc.  As secondary 
students, the advanced learning plan becomes 
student-directed and linked to a student’s Individual 
Career and Academic Plan.  Our aim as an ALP Team  is 
to help students develop meaningful, manageable, and 
measurable standards-aligned goals for their academic 
strength area(s) and for an affective topic of their 
choice.   Please contact Mrs. Heidi Lupinacci at 
heidi.lupinacci@ccsdre1.org or 303-679-4617 if you 
have not already been in contact with her to schedule a 
transition meeting or able to attend an ALP Transition 
Night to view the Meaningful, Measurable, & 
Manageable ALP Goals presentation. 

Advanced Learning Plans for gifted students in 
grades kdg-6th  will be developed at the start of the 
2019-2020 school year.  ALP meetings will be held at 
each elementary school in the month of September. 
Please look for information about fall ALP meetings in 
your email in-box in August.  

Gifted students going into grades 8,10,11, &12 
will begin to plan their ALP goals over the summer. 
Students and their parents will receive their 18-19 ALP 
progress report and their 19-20 ALP Planning Worksheet 
at the start of the summer through the mail.  19-20 ALP 
Planning Worksheets will be collected at the HS/MS 
registration events on 8/12 or 8/13.  Students are 
encouraged to think about their aims for the 19-20 school 
year to develop targets based on their interests, selected 
courses, and ICAP goals. A collection of resources is 
available through Mrs. Lupinacci should parents or 
students have any questions about how to link goals to 
standards, or how to complete the worksheet. Have 
questions?--Mrs. Lupinacci will be checking email 
intermittently over the summer between 6/3-8/4.  
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