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Gifted and Talented Staff 
The gifted and talented staff for the Mt. Evans BOCES and its 

member districts are: 

Mt. Evans BOCES Assistant Director 

Rebecca Odegard-Siegele 

rodegardsiegele@mtevansboces.com 

 

Clear Creek School District: King Murphy/Carlson Elementary 

Schools and Clear Creek Middle/High Schools 

Heidi Lupinacci 

heidi.lupinacci@ccsdre1.org 

303-679-4617 

Clear Creek School District: Georgetown Community School-

Rebecca Odegard-Siegele 

rodegardsiegele@mtevansboces.com 

 

Gilpin County School District Gifted Coordinator 

Sunshine Vincent-svincent@gilpin.k12.co.us  

303-582-3444, ext. 3148 

 

Platte Canyon School District Gifted Coordinator 

Salomeia Azur 

Contact sazgur@pcsdk12.org 

303-838-4642, ext. 1658 

 
Gifted and Talented Field Trip 
Clear Creek, Gilpin County, and Platte Canyon School District 

students, grades 1st-5th attended the Mindbender Mansion, a 

quirky place full of puzzles, brainteasers, and interactive 

challenges that put minds of all ages to the test at the 

Denver Museum of Nature and Science October 16, 

2018.  
 
The students enjoyed 
participating in solving 
many puzzles in the 
various thematic 
rooms of the mansion. 
The rooms were; 
parlor, kitchen, map 
room, and the library.   

 
The activities, either individually or in a group 
challenge, required the students to gather clues at 
puzzle stations in order to open the secret vaults with 
the passwords and earn a place in the Mindbender 
Society.   
 
Puzzles revolved around brain teasers, math and 
numbers, and teamwork and required students to use 
their problem solving and critical thinking skills.  
Some of the puzzles were quite difficult and required 
perseverance and trial and error.  
 

 

Jett, Mendal, and Camron worked together to try and 
solve many of the puzzles at the Mindbender’s 
Mansion during the elementary field trip. 
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After experiencing the mansion, students ate lunch 
and then explored other exhibits in the museum.  It 
was a fun and mind bending day! 
 

Upcoming Field Trips 

December 5, 2018 College Trip to CU Boulder for 
grades 9th-11th.  

 

January 16, 2019 Mystery at the Museum: A Forensics 
Field Trip at 
the Denver 
Museum of 
Nature and 
Science, 
grades 6th-
8th 

 

May 1, 2019, Middle School Games Competition at 
Clear Creek High School, grades 6th-8th 

 

2nd Grade Screening with the Cognitive 
Abilities Test 

As outlined by the Colorado Department of Education, 
the districts within the Mount Evans BOCES, Clear 
Creek School District, Gilpin County School District, 
and Platte Canyon School District, conduct a universal 
grade level screening with the 2nd grade using the 
Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT).  This year the test 

will be administered via an online platform the week 
of November 5th. Students will be using the available 
district technology/devices to complete the three 
sections of the assessment.  Each student’s classroom 
teacher will receive the online administration training 
and will administer the assessment.  

This test measures general 
thinking and problem-solving 
skills that students have 
learned through in-school 
and out-of-school 
experiences and indicates 
how well students can use 
these skills to solve verbal, 
quantitative, and non-verbal 
problems. It does not 
measure student 
achievement. The CogAT is a 

standardized test, therefore, 
the tests will not be sent 
home. Results will be sent 
home within one week of the 
test.  Students currently 
identified as gifted and 
talented who previously took 
the CogAT will not take it 
again.  
 

Students will receive 
practice sessions to 
become familiarized with 
the format.  If you have 
questions about the 
CogAT, please contact 
your district’s gifted 
education coordinator.  

 

Colorado Gifted Education Review (CGER) 

On March 13th and 14th, 2019, Mount Evans BOCES 
and the three member 
districts will undergo the 
Colorado Gifted Education 
Review (CGER) conducted 
by the Colorado 



 

 

Department of Education Gifted Office.  A CGER is 
completed every four years for each Administrative 
Unit (AU) in the state. The CGER review appraises the 
gifted program implementation based on the 
requirements in Colorado’s Exceptional Children’s 
Educational Act (ECEA).  CGER is a collaborative 

monitoring process that is the shared responsibility 

of the BOCES, its member districts, and the 

Colorado Department of Education.  

 

We will begin by conducting a Program Evaluation. 

The district gifted education coordinators will send 

out surveys to parents, students, teachers, and 

administrations to obtain their input on gifted 

services.  The gifted team will analyze demographic 

and performance data, review designated Advanced 

Learning Plans (ALPs), and complete the three 

requirements of the AU Self-evaluation.  

 

The CDE Office of Gifted 

Education will assemble a 

team of three-four experts in 

gifted education to complete 

a Desk Audit of the AU’s 

self-evaluation and 

implementation evidence to 

learn about the AU’s gifted 

program. Upon completion 

of the desk audit, the CGER 

team will make a 

determination on the type of 

Site Visit that will take place 

either Level I or Level II. Each site visit includes an 

AU Overview Presentation, collaborative 

discussions and for a Level II CGER, focus group 

interviews. More information will be included in the 

Quarter 2 Gifted Newsletter.  
 
District Gifted Programming  

Platte Canyon School District:  
Deer Creek Elementary School: We have started 
implementing the Primary Education Thinking Skills 
curriculum in the 2nd grade classrooms. Mrs. Azgur 
provides the direct teaching of the lessons and the 2nd 
grade teachers provide observational data on 
students’ progress with deductive, convergent, 

evaluative, and creative thinking skills.  Lessons are 
presented on Mondays.  
 
For the gifted students, the pull out enrichment and 

affective needs groups are in full swing.  The students 
alternate between the two every other week. Students 
on strength-based intervention plans who are not 
currently identified as gifted. Exact Path, a strength-
based online instructional tool is used for students 
working above grade level in order to provide the 
challenge students  may need.. 
 
The 2nd-3rd grade students were recently introduced 
to INTOOBA, a construction kit designed by a team of 
math professionals and educators. The idea came 
about when they realized that there was no real three 
dimensional math construction kit which 
incorporated a math value system in finding solutions 
to real world problems. The INTOOBA construction 
kit is designed to scaffold the students’ experience 
whereby the problems get more complex from grade 

to grade. Research shows that students who use 
manipulatives improve their math skills and scores 
(National Education Association, 2002). 



 

 

Manipulatives also enrich mathematics discussions 
and make learning accessible and understandable for 
students at all levels (Chris Confer; Toby Gordon; 
Marco Ramirez, 2012). 
 
Fitzsimmons Middle School  
We are finishing up working on passion projects and 
we meet by separate grade levels for this. Students 
chose between service, learning or design projects, 
and they will be presenting both to their peers as well 
as additional people. An example is one of the 
students will be presenting her project at  Denver 
University during the November  meeting for the 
Denver Astronomical Society that she belongs to. 
Once these are completed, we will be starting a 

Robotics Team!  The students will be part of FIRST 
Lego League. They will be working with an EV3 robot 
and using the program Lego Mindstorms. The theme 
this year is Into Orbit. 

 
Gilpin County School District:  
Gilpin’s gifted program has had a great start, ALP’s 
are almost completed for all students, new 
evaluations are started, PETS lessons are in full swing, 
and affective groups are meeting bi-weekly.  
 
This year the middle school and high school girls are 
participating in a book study to help meet their 
affective needs. The middle school girls are reading: 
"The Girl Guide Finding Your Place in a Mixed-Up 
World" and the high school girls are reading “Letting 
Go: A Girl’s Guide to Breaking Free of Stress and 
Anxiety.” Both books were written by Christine 
Fonseca. In all affective groups the students are 
working on teambuilding activities to build a strong 
community with trust and comfort within the groups.  

The high school students had the opportunity to use 
our new online ALP system and develop their own 
ALP goals and submit them to the gifted coordinator. 
Elementary ALPs happened on the first day of school 
during each student’s back to school conference. Both 
of their teachers were able to attend along with their 
parents. It was a great way to start the year and have 
their ALP goals develop and shared right away with 
their teachers. Middle school students scheduled 
traditional ALP meeting this year with their parents, a 
teacher, and the gifted coordinator.  
 
Many of the gifted students have joined our Science 
Bowl club and have started practicing for their 
competition. The middle school competes against the 
high school Thursday during the lunch hour and the 
student body is encouraged to watch and cheer on the 
teams. Another club that will soon be offered will be 
the robotics/coding club for our elementary students. 
The elementary students just went on their field trip 
and got to enjoy some challenging tasks and puzzles 
at the Denver Museum of Nature and Science’s 
Mindbender’s Mansion. After lunch they went on the 
Elf Scavenger hunt throughout the museum seeing 
how many of the hidden elves they could find. It was 
fun way to end the day. 
 

 
Mrs. Vincent is giving Lilly instructions on how to 
draw a car without being able to tell her what the 
picture is. 



 

 

Gilpin’s elementary gifted students practiced their 
listening skills on their first affective group this year. 
The student with the blindfold had to listen to their 
partner who instructed them on how to draw a 
picture they were looking at. The blindfolded student 
did not know what they were drawing until they were 
finished and could take off their blindfold. This was a 
great activity to start our discussion on the 
importance of listening and the importance of 
understanding how our words aren’t always 
interpreted how we think. 
 
Clear Creek School District:  
“How did it get so late so soon? It's night before it's 
afternoon. December is here before it's June. My 
goodness how the time has flewn. How did it get so 
late so soon?”  
― Dr. Seuss....Even though it's only October, the 
thought that we are already one quarter into the 
school year can make one think, "Wait, I didn't 
reach my goals yet!"  Coordinating the development 
of Advanced Learning Plans with students, 
teachers, and parents was one of the main items to 
accomplish this quarter.  Elementary ALP meetings 
were authentic and chock-full of higher order 
thinking and learning goal conversation and action 
planning. The MS/HS online ALP input survey system 
provided an opportunity for students, parents, and 
teachers at the secondary level to provide their 
thoughts and ideas about what would serve our gifted 
students best this year. Many thanks to the students, 
parents, and teachers, who used the system to help 
develop students' ALP goals this quarter. Please take 
a few minutes to provide your feedback about the 
process by completing this survey 

at:  https://goo.gl/forms/VwSmA6ZXAENIhNX

t2 
 
The gifted students in CCSD are enthusiastically up to 
great things this year as always.  CCSD's gifted 
students have launched into the school year by 
engaging with their new teachers and their new 
classes and grade levels.  The academic work is 
challenging them to think critically and use a variety 
of learning and social skills. In addition, the many 
extra-curricular activities that students participate in, 
are filling their hearts, minds, and calendars with 
opportunities to grow as individuals. The TAG 
students across the district are some of our most 
active students. Whether it's a combination of AP 

Calculus, Honors Geometry, Dramatic Literature, 
Independent Study,  Accelerated Reading Group, 
Challenge Science, Math, or Writing during the school 
day and Cross Country, Football, Soccer, ECO-School, 
Volleyball, Key Club, Fall Play, Drama Club, Science 
Olympiad, Pep Band, Student Government, Student 
Council, Girl or Boy Scouts, Camp Classes at MINES, 
TREK, or Honor Society before and after school, 

CCSD's gifted learners are using their gifts and talents 
to grow more, achieve more, and make the world 
around them a better, healthier, safer, and cleaner 
place!  CCSDs gifted students are encouraged to 
design their advanced learning and affective goals 
around their interests and their passions wherever 
possible.  
 
The Gifted Education Coordinator has kicked off this 
year's Primary Education Thinking Skills Program for 
Kindergarten through Third Grade at both King-
Murphy and Carlson Elementaries on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays.   Mrs. Lupinacci is excited to bring the 
animal friends of Crystal Pond Woods and their 
higher order thinking skill activities up one more 
level, to the third graders this year.  Classes and gifted 
students at both schools are receiving in-classroom 
and small group support in a variety of subjects.  Mrs. 
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Lupinacci and several elementary and MS teachers 
are collaborating through the gifted referral process 
for students that have been referred.  Teachers, 
parents, or students are able to refer a 

student.  Please contact Mrs. Lupinacci for more 
information.   
 
Our first gifted field trip took place on Oct. 
16th!   Gifted students in grades 2-5 went to the 

Museum of Nature and Science to visit the 
Mindbenders Mansion! Boy, did the students 
chaperones, and teachers have fun solving some 
pretty difficult puzzles, equations, and visual 
challenges!   
 
CCSD's group also got to experience what it feels like 
to be a scientist! Lab coats, gloves, goggles, and all! 
The girls explored the world of cells...cheek cells...in 
fact, they were their own!   The boys worked together 
to explore the impact of chemicals on a living things 
heartbeat... caffeine... to be sure, watch those cups of 
coffee!  Wow!, were they impressive!  A great time 
was has by all!  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Things to be on the lookout for:   
 

 Elementary After School Enrichment 
Schedule: October Release- Sign-ups due by 
11/2 

 Computer Science Clubs at the Elementary 
Schools and Middle School: October Release, 
November Kickoff 

 Middle School Science Olympiad: Interest 
Forms (October)  

 Universal Screener Window:  2nd Grades at 
KM and Carlson- November 5-16. 

 HS School TAG Field Trip: CU Boulder visit 
12/5 

 
 
 


